library 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


f/IEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  for  the  BOROUGH  OP 
SAINT  IVES  (HUNTS)  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


31st  DECE^IBER  1943. 


rz+=+=+=+=:+=+=:+=±=+=+=:+=:4-=:+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+  = 


To:  - 


THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
BOROUGH  OP  SAINT  IVES  (HUNTS), 


Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you' this 
report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of 
the  Borough,  The  report  is  in  a  shortened  form 
and  v/ithout-the  tables. 

The  essential  features  of  the  Report  have 
tieen  maintained  as  far  possible,  and  only  new 
matters  affecting  Public  Health  undertaken  during 
the  year  have  been  included  therein. 


I  am, 

Mr,  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R,  GROVE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.  R,  GROVZy  iO.  ,  B.Ch.  ,M.R.  C.S.  ,  L.R.  C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

G,G.  YEANDLE,  Member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 


Area 


I  • . 

GEIIERAL  STATISTICS. 


•  •••  ••• 


2,326  acres. 


Rateable  Value  ...  ,,, 

Value  of  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (approximately) 


£16,224 

£67 

900 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 


Live  Births 

(legitimate) 

( illegitimate) 


Total 

38 

1 


M 

20 

0 


P 

18  Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the 
1  •  estimated  resident 
•  population  •••  12,7 


Still-births 

(legitimate) 

Deaths 


.  .  r  *  •  •  • 

•  2  -  2  '  0  1  rate  per  1000  population 

-  39-  ;  ‘  12  •  27  Death-rate  per  lOpO-  of 

•  ’  •  ‘  '■  the  estimated  resident 

population. 


0. 65 

12,7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes ' (headings 
29  and  30  of  the  Registrar ' General  * s 
Short  List) 


No,  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ,,.  ,,, 

No,  30  other  Puerperal  causes 

Total 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age : 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births. 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live 
births  . , ,  ...  . . . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 


Rate  per  1000 

Deaths.  total  (live  and 

still)  births. 

0 

0 

0  0 


102.  per  1g00 
4  2  2 


4  2  2 
0  0  0 


Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ,,, 

”  "  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

”  "  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

’*  "  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


•  •  t 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 


,  • .  6 

.  . .  0 

.. .  0 

0 


As  a  comparison  the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1943  was: 


Birth  -rate  , , .  ...  ... 

Death-rate  ,,.  ,.,  ... 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births  was 


16.5 
12. 1 
49 
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•  ’  S  MIT  ARY  CONDITIONS. 

1.  (1)  WATER ; -  The  Chesterton  and  Saint  Ives  Joint  Water* Board 

having  completed  the  additional  works  ,t.o  increase  the  supply 
the  transfer  of  the  East  Himts,  Water  Gbmpany  was  carried  out 
during  the  yean,  although  the  alterations  have  affected  the 
pressure  to  a  slight  degree/  the  “  possibility  ,  of^^fh^tage  has 
been  eliminated  and  in  future  it  should  be  urmeQ6ssS?y  to 
Impose  ^y  restriction  as  to  consumption  except  under  special 
circumstances.  '  ' 

■  The  ■  treatment  of  the.  water  remains  the  s^e,  that  is 
Chlorination  and  de-chlorination..  63  samples  wer.e  analysed 
two  being  unsatisfactory  through  contamination  which  was 
'  ■  '  traced  to  a  faulty  service  this  was  cofnected  by  flushing 
and  sterilising  the  affected  mains  the  remainder  were  all 
satisfactory,  which. proved  the  supply  was  up  to  the  necessary 
standard. 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  shov/s  an  increase  of 
2^27i,000  gallons  on  the  previous  year, 

> 

(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  building 

operations  no  extensions  or  alterations  in  the  existing 
system  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  i;iaintenance 
•  being,  thb  only  work  necessary. 

No  doubt  after  the  war  a  nev/  sewerage  system  will  have  to  be 
considered  for  which  a  preliminary  survey  has  already  been 
made,’ 

.*  ' 

2.  RIVERS  .-AND  STREA1VI3.  The  year,  having  been  exceptionally  low 
•'with  regard  to  rainfall,  the  water  level  in  the  River  Great 

Ouse  remained .practically  constant,  the  controlling  gates  at 
the  Staunch  regaining  little'  adjustment.  Minor  repairs  have 
been  carried  out  where  necessary  and  the  River  Great  Ouse 
’  Catchment  Board  remain  the . controlling  authority, 

\  J 

3.  (1)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.:  -  Little,  variation  has  taken  place  during 

the  year, .and  no  co.nversioii^from  Rail  to  water-  closets  have 
been  made;.  The  Council  arrange  by  contract  for  the  emptying 

/  of‘ the  pails  which  remain  in  the  area.  ' 

(2)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  The  collection  of  genera'l  refuse  is  made 
twice  ‘Weekly  by  contract  and  has  worked  satisfactory,  no 
complaints  having  arisen. 

Difficulties  are  arising  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of 
refuse,  tins  in  particular  being  a  source  of- trouble  owing 
,  to  the  fact  they  are  no  longer  required  for  salvage, 

‘  -The  Salvage  Scheme.^  in  general 'pfoceeds  smoothly  although 
the"  figures  are  not  0.0  high  as  in  the  previous  year,  conse¬ 
quently,  the  results  ..from  a  financial  point  of  view  are  not 
so  good  but  the  necessity  of  obtaining'  all  the  materials  for 
the’ war'  effort  justified  the  cost  of  collection, 

4.  shops  ‘AND  OFFICES.  No  infringements  were  found  .and  no 
complaints  received- in  shops  and  offices  during  the  year. 

5.  CAJ^iPING  SITES.  No  area  in  the  Borough  was  licensed  for 
camping  sites,  no  applications  have  been  received. 

6.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  No  nuisances  were  observed  with  regard  to 

smoke  from  premises  and  'no  complaints  were,  received  with 
regard  to  same.  •  '■ 

7.  SWBMING  BATH  POOL.  No  alterations  with  regard  to  the  general 
.construction  of -the  sv/imming  baths  were  carried  out  during  the 
year,  the  water  is  cbntinually  flowing  through  the  pool  being 
fe‘d  by 'an  inlet 'from  the  Main  River  Ouse  and  by  way  of  an 
outlet  to  a  backwateff  The  routine  cleansing  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  year  was  carried  out. 

The  season  proved  to  be  a  record., for  attendances  which  proves 
the  demand  for-bathing  facilities.  ; 
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8. 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


W 


1. 


2. 


3. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  No  con5)laints  were  received  during 
the  year  and  no  traces  found  during  rqutine  inspection. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUP^VISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY.  The  number  of  cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district 
is  9f  all  of  which  have  been  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
as  in  previous  years  a  large  proport  ion  ' of  the  milk  retailed  in 
the  Borough  is  produced  outside  the* district. 


MEAT.  • .  No  Private.  Slaughter  houses  have  been  used  for  the 
slaughtering  of  animals,  , the  Borough  Slaughterhouse  still  being 
occupied  by  the  Ministry' of  Food 'for  this  purpose. 

The  examination' of  all. meat  is  carried  out  by  officials  under 
the  jurisdiction  of,  the  County  Council,  .  ;  ’ 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  of  tinned  foodstuffs 
during  the  year,  some  having  been  found  unfit  and  destroyed,  the 
majority  being  tinned  meats.  ;  - 


BAICEHOUSES.  There  are  three  registered  bakehouses  in  the  Borough 
all  of  which  have  been  carried  on  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  no 
notices  being  served  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES.  The  factories  have  complied  with  the  Regulations 
made  under  the  Act  and  no  complaints  have  been  received.  • 


HOUSING. 


Inspection  of -Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 
(1;  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  ( under  .Public  Health  or 
'  Housing  Acts)  , . .  '  ''  ...  149 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purposd.  ■•••■:-l6l 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  ..und oil, 
sub-head  (.1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  -  ' 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  . .  .-■ 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 


10 

15 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  'state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to -be  • 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 


0 


(4)  Nuqiiber  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the .preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  bo  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  ... 


•  •  • 


74 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  Notices ;- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers  ...  ...  ... 


58 


Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year;-  '”  *  ■ 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10  and  l6  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect- of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices; 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  . 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owne  rs  . . .'  - . 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  . 


0 


0 

0 


0 
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(2)  Number  of  .d\/Gl ling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices; 

(a)  by  OTOers  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

'  of  Owners  .  ...  ...  0 

■  ■  (c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  "the 

Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(1)  iT umber  of  'dive  11  ing -houses  in  respect  of 

’  'which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2) ’  Number  of  dwelling-ho.uses  demolished  in  .  , 

‘  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . .'  0 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12 'of  the  Housing  Act 

1936;-  ' 

•  ,  (1)  Number  of ’separate  tenements  or  underground 

■  *  '  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.  0 

-  (2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  have  been 
•  ■  rendered '  fit ,  0 

4*  Housing  Act,  1939  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding; - 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2^  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  20 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrov\fding  reported’  during 

the  year  ...  ...  . . .  ■  ...  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  over crov/ding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  .  ...  .  ;V  '  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  is  such  cases  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  . . .  ,  . .  ...  .  0 

•(e)  Owing  to  evacuation,  and  vmr  conditions  in  general 
overcrowding  of  a  temporary  nature  takes  place  from 
time  to  time,  but  is  not  of  a  serious  nature. 

PREVALENCE  AI^  CONTROL  OF  INPECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  notifications  of  the  following;- 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ....  ...  3 

Diphthe  ia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ....  40 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Immunization  against  Diphtheria  during  1943 

Completion  of  course,  children  under  5  ...  59 


”  ”  ”  over  5 

and  under  15  ...  52 

The  children  under  5  were  treated  at  the  Clinic,  but  in  addition 

a  certain  number  in  both  classes  have  been  immunised  privately. 
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TUBmCULOSIS. 


■  ’  New  bases. 

deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul 

period. 

’  M 

■  P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

^  •••  •••( 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  t 

•  • 

•  • 

^  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

*10  •••  ••• 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

t  • 

i3  •••  ••• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  i 

•  • 

•  # 

•  • 

•  • 

20 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

25 

1 

•  • 

t 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

«  • 

•  • 

35  • • •  •  •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

■  •  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

^5  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

55  • • •  •  •  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

65  and  upwards 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

3 

0 

0 

.  ■ .  _ ^ 

3 

1 

2 

0 

1 

GUmRIsL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

i 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Laboratory  facilities, 
Ambulances, • Nursing  in  the  Home  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  all  of 
which  are  working  satisfactory. 


